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Course Description 

The relationship between home, school and the community are explored. Emphasis is 

placed on building effective communication between parents and teachers. 

Semester(s): All 



Textbooks, Readings, and Course Materials 

Authors: Gestwicki, Carol 
Title: Home, School, and Community Relations 

ISBN: 978-1-305-08901-3 

Publisher: Wadsworth Cengage 

Authors: Gonzalez-Mena, Janet 
Title: 50 Strategies for Communicating and Working with Diverse Families 

ISBN: 978-0-13-309027-7 

Publisher: Pearson Education 

For more information on textbook accessibility, contact Accessibility & Disability Services at 

ads@slcc.edu. 

Course Prerequisites/Co-requisites 

No prerequisite knowledge is required to successfully complete this course. 

Course Student Learning Outcomes 

Demonstrate an understanding of historical contexts and current applications for 
appropriate methods of teaching early childhood, elementary and secondary 

students and the impact of collaboration between home and school. 

Develop critical literacies through assigned readings, a series of written 

assignments and participation in group peer presentations addressing both 

historical and contemporary issues pertaining to home-school interactions. Ideas 

will be clearly organized and will demonstrate effective communication in 

interpersonal, small group, and large group settings. Assignments and brief 
research projects will incorporate the use of the college library system and online 

resources. 

Conduct research, explore the literature, and evaluate current collaborative 

practices between schools and families. A review of the literature provides an 
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opportunity to see how statistical data explains these practices. 

Analyze contemporary educational practices, personal cultural and philosophical 
beliefs, and how these beliefs can impact classroom interaction with students and 

families of differing cultures or philosophies. Students will also make strong 

connections between teaching and child development including appropriate 

collaborations in an elementary or high school setting using critical problem-solving 

skills. 

Engage in vigorous dialogue with seasoned professionals to increase content 
knowledge and application. Current state and national issues will be explored; 
discussions focus on how these issues affect the home and school relationships. 

Communication Plan 

Example language: 

I will respond to email within 24 hours. I will offer feedback on major assignments 

within 7 days. The best way to contact me is via the Canvas Inbox, as I will 
prioritize this email over other modes of communication. 

In this course I will be posting interactive announcements which will offer specific 

opportunities for class questions and extra credit every other week. 

Additionally, I will be participating in the discussion forums with you to share my 

perspective within the discipline and to offer some nuances of interpretation that 
may not be present in your textbook. 

Lastly, we’ll be holding small group Q & A sessions, where we can learn from our 
peers (and faculty) on some of the more difficult units within the course. 

How to Succeed in the Course 

To be successful in FHS 2180, thoroughly read the syllabus and each course component 
(Start Here, assignments, discussions). Each week review the Announcements and 

make sure to complete the week's work. Due dates are also posted on the course 

calendar. 



On Wednesday's discussions are due. These discussions provide opportunities for 
you to deeply consider various theoretical and practical aspects of college life, form 

opinions, and interact with your peers. 

Assignments are due on Sunday nights. Take the discussions and assignments 

seriously. All of the material in this course directly impacts your success as a 

college student and future practice as a teacher. To receive credit for your work, 
discussions and assignments are to be posted by the scheduled due date. 

Only work submitted by the scheduled due dates will receive points. If you need an 

extension due to extraordinary circumstance, there will be a 15%-point reduction 

for one day extension and a 25%-point reduction for a two-day extension. Contact 
me ahead of time for arrangements. 

Written Work 

Two of the many skills you need to master are how to write well and how to meet 
timelines. 

Assignments and discussions are to be submitted in the "submission" boxes. (Refrain 

from posting work in the "comments" boxes.) All assignments must be: 

written by you 

original to this course 

at least one- to two-pages in length, double-spaced, 12 font 

written in APA format. In-text citations and References must follow APA style. 

To receive full credit, work is to be submitted by the scheduled due date. Upon and email 
request prior to the due date, a one- to two-day extension may be granted due to 

extenuating circumstances. There will be a 15%-point reduction for one day extension 

and a 25%-point reduction for a two-day extension. 

Grading 

The Family and Human Studies Department has a standard grading system that is 

posted below. Your work is evaluated against rubrics and will be generated from 

assignments, discussions, quizzes, and a final exam. 

Extra Credit?? 



This seminar does not provide extra credit opportunities. 

Announcements and the Calendar 

At the beginning of each week, I will post a "This Week" announcement noting the work 

that must be completed that week. You may always work ahead (all components are 

available from the first day of the semester). However, if you fall behind, your grade will 
be dramatically affected. 

If changes are made to the course, I will make an announcement in Canvas. 

Let's Stay in Touch! 

It is extremely important to stay in touch with each other! Our methods of communication 

are via email and through phone calls. I make every attempt to respond to emails within a 

day. Please use the Canvas email, it is much easier for me to track our conversations. 
You can also post notes in the "Comments" boxes where you submit your work. I will 
respond to these notes as I grade your assignments and discussion points. 

Grading Scale 

Final Grade Distribution 



Course Grading Policies: Your work will be evaluated against posted rubrics. 

Grading Criteria/Rubrics: Grading criteria is embedded in posted rubrics. 

Grading Turnaround Time: Your work will be evaluated and grades posted within a week of the scheduled 

due dates. 

Late Submissions: To receive full credit, work is to be submitted by the scheduled due date. Upon and 

email request prior to the due date, a one- to two-day extension may be granted due to extenuating 

circumstances. There will be a 15%-point reduction for one day extension and a 25%-point reduction for a 

two-day extension. 

Assignment Schedule 



Due Date  Assignment Name  Assignment Type  Points Due Date   Assignment Name   Assignment Type   Points 

Introduce Yourself Discussion 3 

8/24 Discussion 1 Discussion 5 

8/24 
Assignment: The 

Family 
Assignment 10 

8/31 Discussion 2 Discussion 5 

8/31 
Assignment: Trends in 

Modern Families 
Assignment 10 

9/7 Discussion 3 Discussion 5 

9/7 
Assignment: Teacher 

Support for Families 
Assignment 10 

9/14 Chapters 1-3 Quiz Quiz 25 

9/14 Discussion 4 Discussion 5 

9/14 
Assignment: Teacher 

Interviews 
Assignment 10 

9/21 Discussion 5 Discussion 5 

9/21 

Assignment: 

Preferences and 

Biases 

Assignment 10 

9/28 Discussion 6 Discussion 5 

9/28 

Assignment: What Is 

Happening in Area 

Schools? 

Assignment 15 

10/5 Chapters 4-6 Quiz Quiz 29 

10/5 Discussion 7 Discussion 5 

10/5 
Assignment: A Good 

Beginning 
Assignment 10 



Due Date   Assignment Name   Assignment Type   Points 

10/12 Discussion 8 Discussion 5 

10/12 
Assignme nt: Stude nt 

Activitie s 
Assignme nt 10 

10/19 Discussion 9 Discussion 5 

10/26 Discussion 10 Discussion 5 

10/26 
50 Strate gie s 

Pre se ntation 
Assignme nt 50 

11/2 Discussion 11 Discussion 5 

11/9 Discussion 12 Discussion 5 

11/9 

Assignme nt: 

Re porting Child 

Abuse and Ne gle ct 

Assignme nt 12 

11/16 Chapte rs 7-12 Quiz Quiz 21 

11/16 Discussion 13 Discussion 5 

11/16 
Assignme nt: Dive rse 

Familie s 
Assignme nt 10 

11/20 Earn Extra Cre dit! Assignme nt 5 

11/23 Discussion 14 Discussion 5 

11/23 
Pare nt Training 

Pre se ntation 
Assignme nt 60 

11/30 Discussion 15 Discussion 5 

12/7 Chapte rs 13-15 Quiz Quiz 30 

Coursework & Assignment Descriptions 



Assignments (52% of your final grade) 

Assignments are an important component to support your depth of understanding. 
Written responses will connect theories with your beliefs and create a forum for personal 
growth and insight. Assignments are to include information from the text, discussion 

points from class, and personal insights and opinions. Each assignment is to be at least 
one page long and will be graded on a ten-point scale (rubrics are posted on Canvas). To 

receive full credit, assignments must be submitted on time, well-written, and error-free 

using APA formatting (double-spaced, References). You may submit work early however 
late work will not receive a score. 

Each paper must contain the following information on the front title page: 

your name 

the class and section 

the due date 

the title of the assignment. 

50 Strategies Presentation 

This semester, you will create a presentation focusing on one strategy to effectively 

communicate with families. You will select a topic from 50 Strategies and create an 

innovative presentation to share with your peers. You may choose to create a game, a 

video, a rap song, put together a panel, have friends join you through a skit, or any other 
ideas you may develop. Additional information is posted on Canvas under 50 Strategies 

Presentation. 

Parent Program Presentation 

Near the end of the semester, you will create a second presentation that focuses on a 

parenting program. The purpose of the presentation is to provide an opportunity for you 

to prepare and conduct a meaningful parent training. You may use the course texts, the 

SLCC library, or the internet to search for ideas. 

Once you select a parent training, you will create a presentation that is both professional 
and informative. More information is posted on Canvas under “Parent Program 

Presentation.” 



Course Content Warnings/Trigger Warnings 

Please be advised that this course may include discussions, readings, and other content that 

some students might find distressing or triggering. Specifically, the course may cover topics such 

as: 

Violence or traumatic events 

Sensitive social and political issues 

Discussions of mental health, including depression and anxiety 

Graphic or explicit descriptions and imagery 

Any other specific content relevant to the course 

Our aim is to explore these topics thoughtfully and respectfully, understanding their importance in 

our field of study. However, we recognize that such material can be challenging. If you have 

concerns about your ability to engage with certain course materials due to past experiences or 

personal reasons, please feel free to discuss this with me privately. We can explore alternative 

ways for you to engage with the material while ensuring your educational experience is not 

compromised. 

Your well-being is important, and support services are available through the college's counseling 

support services should you need them. 

Advising and Counseling Support Services 

At our institution, we are committed to supporting your academic and personal growth. 
That's why we offer a range of advising and counseling services to help you navigate the 

challenges of college life. To learn more about the resources available to you and how to 

access them, please visit the Institutional Syllabus under the Advising and Counseling 

Support Services tab: https://slcc.instructure.com/courses/530981/pages/institutional-
syllabus. Our advising team and the support centers across campus are here to support 
you in achieving your goals and overcoming any obstacles you may face. 

Learning Support and Tutoring Services 

We are pleased to offer a range of tutoring and learning support services to help you 

achieve your academic goals. Whether you need assistance with a specific subject or 

https://slcc.instructure.com/courses/530981/pages/institutional


want to improve your study skills, you have many options for tutoring or other support. 

To learn more about the services we offer and how to access them, please visit the 

Institutional Syllabus under the Tutoring and Learning Support tab: 
https://slcc.instructure.com/courses/530981/pages/institutional-syllabus. We encourage 

you to take advantage of these resources to help you succeed in your studies. If you 

have any questions or would like to schedule a tutoring session, please don't hesitate to 

reach out to us. We are here to support you in any way we can. 

How to Navigate to Canvas 

Institutional Policies 

As members of our academic community, we would like to invite you to review the 

Institutional Syllabus which covers important policies and procedures. This document 
contains important links for students on the code of student rights and responsibilities, 
academic integrity, and grading policies, Title IX and other important acknowledgements. 
By familiarizing yourself with this information, you can help us create a safe and 

respectful environment for everyone. 

You can access the document by clicking on the following link: 
https://slcc.instructure.com/courses/530981/pages/institutional-syllabus 

Online Tutoring 

Students at SLCC have access to online tutoring through Canvas. From your Canvas 

course click Online Tutoring in the course navigation and follow the steps to set up an 

appointment. If this is your first time using the Online Tutoring we recommend you click 

"Take a Tour" to familiarize yourself with the service. 

Note that students only receive 480 minutes of tutoring time each semester. After that we 

encourage you to use the resources found through this link: 
https://www.slcc.edu/tutoring/index.aspx 

If you have any additional questions reach out to elearningsupport@slcc.edu. 

mailto:elearningsupport@slcc.edu
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Student Academic Calendar 

As students you should be aware of all important dates in the semester, such as the day 

that courses begin and end, as well as the drop date and the last day to withdraw. To 

learn more about those dates, navigate to the Student Academic Calendar below: 

SLCC Student Academic Calendar 

Transfer, Certification, Licensure, and Employment Information 

The Salt Lake Community College Education AS program alone does not lead to 

professional licensure. This program prepares students for application and transfer to 

other programs of study that could eventually lead to professional licensure. Professional 
licensure requirements vary from state-to-state. It is highly recommended that students 

consult in advance with the Utah State Board of Education, or similar agencies in other 
states, to find out more about eligibility for educational licensure. If you have difficulty 

finding the licensure requirements for your state or intended profession, please contact 
your academic advisor or SLCC’s state authorization coordinator for help. 




