GEOG 1300
WORLD REGIONAL
GEOGRAPHY (IG)

Course Description

This course focuses on the world's cultural and geopolitical regions. It introduces and analyzes
historical and current cultural, geopolitical, economic, and environmental issues related to these
specific regions.

e OERTextbook: Introduction to World Regional Geography
e No Prerequisites

e Semester: All

e General Education Designation: IG

Course Student Learning Outcomes

e Applythe technologyused to measure and analyze natural processes, such as satellite
imagery, aerial photography, geographic information systems (GIS), global positioning
systems (GPS), and other forms of scientific data.

e Demonstrate proficiency in the essentials of geography: spatial thinking; distribution
patterns; interrelationships; methodology; mapping analysis; geospatial technology.

e Compare various world regions physically, environmentally, culturally, and geopolitically to
determine what regions give their uniqueness and commonality with other regions.

e Analyze the geographic patterns and distributions of various features across the Earth (e.g.,
political divisions, religion, economics, industry, religion, language, agriculture, and
demographics).

e Determine how culture, ethnicity, and religion all influence regions ofthe world.

e Analyze the impact oflimited natural resources and potential local, regional, state, and
international conflicts.

e Understand how globalization is affecting various regions ofthe world.

Communication Plan

Iwill respond to your emails within 48 hours and offer feedback on major assignments within one
week ofthe due date. The best wayto contact me is via the Canvas inbox, as I will prioritize this
email over othermodes of communication.

Additionally, Iwill participate in the discussion forums with you to share my perspective within the
discipline and offer some nuances ofinterpretation that maynot be present in your textbook.


https://slcc.pressbooks.pub/worldgeography/

Lastly, we'llhold small group Q&Asessions to learn from our peers (and faculty) on some ofthe
more difficult units within the course.

Keys for Success

This syllabus represents an "agreement" between you and the instructor. It is designed to ensure
course integrity and fairness and provides students with a clearunderstanding ofcourse
expectations. The instructor and students are expected to use the syllabus and schedule as a guide
for the semester. Anydeviation from the syllabus or schedule willbe discussed and agreed upon by
the instructor and students.

The course will take the entire Fall semester. Each week, you willhave several assignments. These
will include reading and answering quizzes on the readings, earning several ESRI Virtual Campus
Certificates, learning map interpretation skills, creating or critiquing maps, participating in online
discussions, and doing some professional career development.

It is designed to teach the information and skills required by discipline and to develop vital
workplace skills, strategies, and lifelong learning skills. Education is more than acquiring facts; it
uses information meaningfully to enrich one's life.

While each course's subject is essential and valuable, we become genuinely educated by
connecting such varied information with the different methods oforganizing human experience
practiced by different disciplines. Therefore, combined with other courses, this course willenable
you to develop broader perspectives and deeper understandings of your community, and the world
and challenge previouslyheld assumptions about the world and its inhabitants.

Course Procedure

Active participation in activities is expected. You will be expected to interact with others during
class and participate in group discussions. Most ofthe assignments you complete for the course
will be submitted online using Canvas LMS. There are also Canvas apps available.

All the mapping assignments willbe done electronically using Esri’s ArcGIS platform or Google
Earth. The classroom has a computer lab if you want to use it, or students are encouraged to bring
their laptops. All students will gain access to ArcGIS to download on a personal computer.

It is HIGHLYrecommended you set up Canvas so it can send you messages to your email, cell
phone, Facebook, or Twitter accounts. When your instructor sends out announcements,
messages, and information on Canvas, you will be notified in the media you designate

Assignment Description

Mapping Assignments

Each assignment is designed to analyze physical and cultural environments' spatial and temporal
patterns. Some ofthe activities will use the new Google Farth, while others will require you to use a



web-based geographic information system called ArcGIS Online. The assignments need to be
timed and in quiz form so that you can easily submit your answers.

Module Quizzes

Each module willalso have a quiz focusing on the learning objectives listed in that module. The
open-book quizzes consist often randomly selected questions from an assessment database, and
each quizis worth ten points.

Discussions

Throughout the course, multiple discussions will be held on various current events related to
geospatial technology. The discussion forums willbe based on the material provided by the
instructor.

Foreach discussion, you mustrespond to a few prompts based on the journal or video provided in
the activity. After your primary post, you willneed to respond to two peers in the class. Please make
sure your posts and replies are authentic and respectful to others.

Exams

Atotal ofthree exams will be given for the course. The exams will consist of fiftyrandomlyselected
questions. You will have seventy-five minutes to complete the exam and be allowed to take the
exam twice. The higher ofthe two scores will count for your score. Those exams will be completed
within Canvas.

Grading Scale

GRADE SCORE RANGE

A 100-94 percent
A- 93-90 percent66
B+ 89-87 percent

B 86-84 percent
B- 83-80 percent
C+ 79-77 percent

C 76-74 percent
C- 73-70 percent
D+ 69-67 percent

D 66-64 percent
D- 63-60 percent

E Less than 60 percent

Incomplete Grade Policy

Ifcircumstances make you unable to complete the course in the regular time frame, you may work
with the instructor to take an incomplete. Students must pass and have completed 75% ofthe
coursework to be granted an incomplete. Students are responsible for planning for successful
course completion.



Assignment Schedule

Module 1 | Introduction to World Geography
e 1.1 Assignment | ArcGIS Online Accounts
e 1.2 Assignment | Topology
e 1.3 Assignment | Distance and Scale
e 1.4 Assignment | Earth Moves
e 1.5 Assignment | Water World
e 1.6 Assignment | Standards of Living
e 1.7 Assignment | Wealth of Nations
e 1.8 Quiz| Module 1

Module 2 | East Asia
e 2.1 Assignment | East Asia with Google Earth
e 2.2 Assignment | Two Korean Conflict
e 2.3 Assignment | Silk Roads: Then and Now
e 2.4 Assignment | Life on the Edge
e 2.5Quiz| Module 2

Module 3 | South and Southwest Asia
e 3.1 Assignment | South and Southwest Asia with Google Earth
e 3.2 Assignment | The Power of Maps
e 3.3 Assignment | Rising India
e 3.4 Assignment | Map the Highest Mountain
e 3.5 Assignment | Early European Exploration
e 3.6 Assignment | Seasonal Differences
e 3.7 Quiz| Module 3
e 3.8Exam | Exam I

Module 4 | Sub-Saharan Africa
e 4.1 Assignment | Sub-Saharan Africa with Google Earth
e 4.2 Assignment | The Human Journey
e 4.3 Assignment | African Independence
o 4.4 Assignment | Africa’s Political Borders
e 4.5 Assignment | Growing Pains
e 4.6 Assignment | Get Started with Imagery for Africa
e 4.7 Assignment | Get started with Change Detection for Africa
e 4.8 Assignment | Go Further with Imagery for Africa
e 4.9 Quiz| Module 4

Module 5 | North Africa and Southwest Asia
e 5.1 Assignment | North Africa and Southwest Asia with Google Earth
e 5.2 Assignment | Cradles of Civilization
e 5.3 Assignment | ALine in the Sand



5.4 Assignment | Middle East Conflicts
5.5 Quiz | Module 5

Module 6 | Europe

6.1 Assignment | Europe with Google Earth
6.2 Assignment | Medial Europe Invasions
6.3 Assignment | The Crusades

6.4 Assignment | Trade and the Black Death
6.5 Quiz | Module 6

Module 7 | Russia

7.1 Assignment | Russia with Google Earth

7.2 Assignment | Mapping the History of Russia
7.3 Assignment | Russian Expansion to the Sea
7.4 Assignment | Cold War 2.0

7.5 Quiz | Module 7

7.6 Exam | Exam 2

Module 8 | South America

8.1 Assignment | South America with Google Earth
8.2 Assignment | Mapping South America

8.3 Assignment | Latin American Independence
8.4 Assignment | E1 Nino and La Nina

8.5 Quiz | Module 8

Module 9 | Middle America

9.1 Assignment | An Eye on Central America
9.2 Quiz | Module 9

Module 10 | North America

10.1 Assignment | North America with Google Earth
10.2 Assignment | Native American Lands

10.3 Assignment | American Migration

10.4 Quiz | Module 10

10.5 Exam | Exam 3

Transfer/Certification/Licensure/Employment Information

This course is required for those interested in the Earth and Environmental Science AS degree. The
AS degree directly transfers to most four-year higher education institutions within Utah.

The Earth and Environmental Science Department also offers the following programs ofstudy: GIS
and Drones AAS, a GIS Certificate of Proficiency, and a Drones Certificate of Proficiency.



Institutional Policies

As members of our academic community, we would like to invite you to review the Institutional
Syllabus, which covers important policies and procedures. This document contains important links
for students on the code of student rights and responsibilitics, academic integrity, grading policies,
Title IX and other important acknowledgments. By familiarizing yourself with this information, you
can help us create a safe and respectful environment for everyone.

You can access the document by clicking on the following link: Institutional Syllabus

Learning Support and Tutoring Services

We are pleased to offer a range oftutoring and learning support services to help you achieve your
academic goals. Whether you need assistance with a specific subject or want to improve your
study skills, you have many options for tutoring or other support.

To learn more about the services we offerand how to access them, please visit the Institutional
Syllabus under the Tutoring and Learning Support tab: Institutional Syllabus

We encourage you to use these resources to help you succeed in your studies. If you have any
questions or would like to schedule a tutoring session, please don't hesitate to contact us. We are
here to support you in any way we can.

Advising and Counseling Support Services

Our institution is committed to supporting your academic and personal growth. That's why we offer
a range ofadvice and counseling services to help you navigate the challenges of college life. To
learn more about the resources available to you and how to access them, please visit the
Institutional Syllabus under the Advising and Counseling Support Services tab: Institutional

Syllabus

Our advising team and the support centers across campus are here to help you achieve your goals
and overcome any obstacles you may face.

Student Academic Calendar

As students, you should be aware ofall important dates in the semester, such as the daythat
courses begin and end, as well as the drop date and the last dayto withdraw. To learn more about
those dates, navigate to the Student Academic Calendar: SLCC Student Academic Calendar


https://slcc.instructure.com/courses/530981/pages/institutional-syllabus
https://slcc.instructure.com/courses/530981/pages/institutional-syllabus
https://slcc.instructure.com/courses/530981/pages/institutional-syllabus
https://slcc.instructure.com/courses/530981/pages/institutional-syllabus
https://www.slcc.edu/academiccalendar/
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